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2 DÀ-HÍÁkīyī

Dzinisi gúja tłat’a (Good day y’all),

Summer is almost over, Halloween is almost here!

Just go outside, enjoy the beautiful weather and put down your phone 
if you feel the need to post an anonymous comment about a system 
you can’t change. Maybe start crochet or recycle those boxes you’ve 
been meaning to organize.

And throw out expired condiments!

Have fun!

Siyisgaas (Thank you) ★

– Carmen Littlelight, Managing Editor

Mountain by Gyeongbokgung Palace, Seoul, 2025
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9911 Chiila Blvd.
Tsúūt’ínà AB T3T 0E1

(403) 238-6251

communications@tsuutina.com

submissions@tsuutina.com

www.tsuutina.com

instagram.com/tsuutinacommunications
facebook.com/tsuutinacommunications
youtube.com/@ttncommunications9959

DÀ-HÍ meaning “at this point in time”, is created in the Tsúūt'ínà Nation Nīnágúnīdīɬī 
“Communications Department”. Our intention is to always reflect and represent the 
Tsúūt'ínà Nation in the best and most accurate manner. If you have suggestions for 
improvement, ideas for future stories, or feedback on the current publication, we 

would love to hear from you.

Please address all comments to submissions@tsuutina.com

Sīyísgáàs

DÀ-HÍ

© 2026 by Tsúūt'ínà Nation. All rights reserved. Dà-Hí newsletter is published monthly for distribution in Tsúūt'ínà Nation. The publisher reserves the right to  
accept or reject any advertising or editorial material. All advertising created by the publisher or its company are not considered a work made for hire and 
the publisher retains the copyright to all advertisements created for the advertiser. All editorial, stories, layouts, graphics, and advertisements may not be 

reproduced without written permission of the publisher.
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2
10 AM - 11 AM

South Calgary 
Outdoor Pool

Baby & Me 
Swimming 

Lessons 
- Group #2

3 4
5 PM - 7 PM

7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Baseball Clinic 2026

5 PM - 7 PM
Spirit Healing Lodge

Summer Yoga for Adults

5
9 AM - 12 PM
Early Years Office

Ages & Stages 
Screenings

5 PM - 7 PM
Manyhorses High School

Drumming Program

6
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7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Baseball Clinic 2026
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7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Summer 2026 Fishing Program
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South Calgary 
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McDonald’s Job Fair
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McDonald’s Job Fair
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7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Summer 2026 Skateboard Program

15
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South Calgary 
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Baby & Me 
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- Group #2 END

17 18
Starting at 1 PM

Redwood Medows Golf Club

Jr. Golf Tournament 2026
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Spirit Healing Lodge

Summer Yoga for Adults

19
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Manyhorses High School
Drumming Program

20
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Manyhorses High School

Manyhorses High School Information Session

11 AM - 3 PM
CERC Office

Sparrow’s Nest Community BBQ
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7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Summer 2026 Fishing Program
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10 AM - 11 AM

South Calgary 
Outdoor Pool

Baby & Me 
Swimming 

Lessons 
- Group #3 START

24 25
5 PM - 7 PM

Spirit Healing Lodge

Summer Yoga for Adults

26
5 PM - 7 PM

Manyhorses High School
Drumming Program

9 AM - 10 PM
7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Superstore Hiring Event

27 28
2:30 PM - 7:30 PM

7 Chiefs Sportsplex

Summer 2026 Skateboard Program

29

AUGUST “Berry Picking Month” 2026

9 AM – 3 PM | Monday - Thursday9 AM – 3 PM | Monday - Thursday						      Tosguna Summer Camp 2026

8 AM – 4 PM | Monday - Thursday8 AM – 4 PM | Monday - Thursday						      2026 Tsuut’ina Recreation Summer Day Camp #2 Week 1

8 AM – 4 PM | Monday - Thursday8 AM – 4 PM | Monday - Thursday						      2026 Tsuut’ina Recreation Summer Day Camp #2 Week 2
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
Diganádàts’idinìdałí

Baby & Me Swimming Lessons 

Sundays 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Group #2: Ends August 16th

Group #3: August 23rd - 
September 20th, 2026

South Calgary Outdoor Pool

Summer Yoga for Adults

Tuesdays 
5:00 PM

Health and Wellness Centre

Teddy Bear Picnic

August 17th - 21st 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Tsuut’ina Health Centre

Fishing Program

August 7th & 21st

2:30 PM - 7:30 PM

7 Chiefs Sportsplex & Chief 
Jim Starlight Centre

Tsuut’ina Skateboarding 
Program

August 14th & 28th

2:30 PM - 7:30 PM

7 Chiefs Sportsplex & Chief Jim 
Starlight Centre

COMMUNITY & RECREATION

Tłúwk’ā Ts’īdlī-dī ùwā Ōgháts’īnītò-dà

Summer Drumming Program

Wednesdays
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Manyhorses High School

Youth Riding Program

Mondays - Advanced Riding Class
Tuesdays - Beginners Class

Wednesdays - Open Riding
Thursdays - Roping/Ground Work

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Harry Dodginghorse 
Memorial Agriplex

Child Care Level 1 - Group #3

August 4th - 27th, 2026
Mondays to Thursdays

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

CERC - Sparrow Nest

Something Wondrous Festival

September 12th, 2026
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Taza Park Sales & Marketing 
Centre

Jr. Golf Tournament

August 18th, 2026

Redwood Medows Golf Club

Manyhorses High School 
Information Session

August 20th, 2026

Manyhorses High School

Education & Life-long Learning

Īts’īsidītl’īshí ùwā Mīsts’īnìyóní Āgúyónà

Diyi Dzinisi Ts’igunón
Save The Dates

∙∙ ∙∙

∙∙

Looking For More?
These are the recurring and 
upcoming events at a glance! 
If you’d like more 
information, please 
go to our website 
TSUUTINA.COM.
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Chief Joseph Big Plume Administration Building

9911 Chiila Boulevard, Tsúut’ínà 
Nation, AB T3T0E1

(403) 281-4455

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
If there is an Emergency please call 9-1-1

For Non Emergency inquiries please contact the 
following Tsúut’ínà Nation Departments listed:

Tosguna Non-Emergency Line 
(403) 271-3777

Tsúut’ínà Nation Fire Department
(403) 251-9335

Public Works 24hr Emergency Housing Line 
(587) 227-8772

Outreach/Wrap-Around Helpline 
(403) 819-6602

Director of Emergency Management
 (Tyler Two Guns) 
(403) 589-0083

Tsúut’ínà Nation Roads Department
(403) 251-3015

DIRECTORY
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XÀKÍJÍ UWA XÀKÚJÀÀ YĪNÁ (HEAD CHIEF & MINOR CHIEFS)  

Message from Xàkújàà Kelsey Big Plume 

Dzīnísī gújā / Good day Tsuut’ina Citizens, 

As we move through August, I hope this summer has brought you time to reconnect with family, 
community, culture, language, and the land. These moments remind us of the values that continue 
to guide us as Tsuut’ina people and of our shared responsibility to support one another and future 
generations. 

Annual Celebrations 2026 – Appreciation & Gratitude 

As another Annual Celebrations comes to a close, we are grateful for the opportunity to see our 
Nation come together once again. Xàkújághá yīná extends our sincere appreciation to everyone who 
participated in this year's Annual Celebrations. The Celebration was filled with laughter, joy, 
connection, friendly competition, cultural pride, and shared experiences that brought citizens and 
visitors of all ages together. These gatherings remind us of the importance of maintaining strong 
relationships, honouring our traditions, and celebrating the vibrant spirit of the Tsuut'ina Nation. 

Nation Meeting Update 

In June, citizens gathered with leadership to discuss important topics affecting our Nation, including 
governance, economic development, housing, water infrastructure, financial accountability, 
employment, language and culture, and future planning. Xàkújághá yīná heard citizens’ questions, 
concerns, recommendations, and ideas. Sīyísgáàs to all citizens who participated in Nation 
meetings, questionnaires, and conversations with leadership over the past several months. Your 
voices matter and continue to help guide discussions and decision-making for the Nation. We will be 
hosting another Nation Meeting in early fall.  

Citizen Input Questionnaire – Vision, Mission, Values and Priorities 

Leadership recently sought citizen input on the proposed Nation Vision, Mission and Values 
Statements, as well as strategic and capital project priorities for the future of Tsuut’ina Nation. We 
received hundreds of responses. Thank you to everyone who took the time to provide feedback.  

Key Points We Heard: 

• 66.8% of respondents supported the proposed Vision Statement: Dàgūmīsāstìy ("Each and 
every one of you persevere"), Átłits'ídàgunàshón ("Look after each other"). 

• 80.5% or respondents supported the proposed Mission Statement: "A strong, sovereign, and 
self-reliant Tsuut'ina Nation where our people, culture, and lands thrive - now and for 
generations to come." 

• The proposed Nation Values of “Honesty, Hope, Love, Kindness, and Work Ethic” received 
strong support from citizens. When asked to identify one word that best describes the most 
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important value for Tsuut'ina Nation, “Respect” was the most common response, followed 
closely by “Honesty” and “Kindness”.  

• Citizens identified the Citizens/Peoples Priority—including code-to-law work, FPIC, 
consultation, engagement, and communications—as the top strategic priority area. 

• Housing and Infrastructure were identified as the highest priority capital projects, followed by 
Education/Childcare Facilities, Roads, Health Facilities, and other Community Facilities. 

Communications Strategic Planning Initiative – What We Heard 

• Citizens want regular leadership updates. 

• Citizens identified financial updates and housing updates as key information priorities. 

• Nation Meetings were identified as the preferred method for receiving information directly from 
leadership, followed by social media, printed newsletters, the Nation website, and email 
communications. 

• Citizens want more ways to engage, including virtual attendance for Nation Meetings, mobile 
notifications, and opportunities to submit questions or comments. 

Sīyísgáàs to everyone who participated. Your feedback is helping guide communication and citizen 
engagement across the Nation. 

First Legislative Assembly 

Later this month, Xàkújághá yīná will convene its First Legislative Assembly to review legislation and 
related needs, identify current priorities, and discuss where additional legislative work may be 
required to support governance and Nation-building. This work supports accountability, good 
governance, protection of Tsuut’ina rights and interests, and coordinated advancement of legislative 
priorities. 

 

As summer begins to wind down, I encourage everyone to continue spending time with family, 
friends, and loved ones, and to enjoy the beauty of our lands and community. May we continue to 
move forward together with kindness, respect, humility, and a commitment to honouring our Elders, 
encouraging our youth, strengthening our culture and language, and building a strong future for the 
generations yet to come. May the Creator watch over our families, keep our children safe, guide our 
leadership with wisdom, and continue to bless the Tsuut’ina Nation. 
 
 
Sīyísgáàs/Thank you, 
Xàkújàà Kelsey Big Plume 
On behalf of Xàkíjí uwa Xàkújàà Yīná (Head Chief and Minor Chiefs) 
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CELEBRATING TSUUT’INA NATION ARTISTS AT  
THE TAZA PARK SALES & MARKETING CENTRE
Art speaks when words fall short. Every three months, Tsuut’ina artist Stephanie One Spot 
curates a new collection at the Taza Park Sales & Marketing Centre, inviting visitors into 
a living dialogue between Tsuut’ina culture, community, and contemporary art. As a key 
member of the Tsuut’ina Language and Culture Advisory Working Group, Stephanie makes 
certain that Taza’s artistic expression stays rooted in Tsuut’ina values. Each piece honours 
place. Each piece honours story.

Join the Taza community and get exclusive 
access to the latest blogs, development 
updates and events directly in your inbox. 
Sign up for our newsletter! 

This quarter’s rotation brings fresh voices and familiar craft. 
Nathan Meguinis, Alanna Bluebird, and Night Rain Starlight step 
into the spotlight, each carrying distinct mediums, memories, and 
messages onto the canvas. Keep reading to meet this season’s 
featured talent, then scan the QR code to learn more about the 
artists and their practices.

FEATURED ARTISTS & WORKS
NATHAN MEGUINIS
Nathan Patrick Meguinis is a Tsuut’ina and Dene Nation artist, 
muralist, and illustrator. His self-taught style fuses abstraction, 
realism, and Ghibli-inspired character work with traditional ledger 
art. Before every piece, Nathan performs a smudging blessing, a 
ritual that carries intention and care into each creation.

Egg Hatching Month — Acrylic on Canvas
New life takes shape 
here. Rooted in Tsuut’ina 
seasonal knowledge, this 
piece marks the season 
when eggs hatch and 
renewal begins, rendered 
in acrylic with a soft 
watercolour touch.

ALANNA BLUEBIRD
Alanna Bluebird is a Tsuut’ina and Siksika 
Nation multimedia artist with over a 
decade of experience across photography, 
film, and live performance. Their work 
centres Indigenous resilience, healing,  
and storytelling across every medium 
they touch.

Red Women — Photography
This image confronts a hard truth. Created to raise awareness for 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, the piece 

carries a haunting, personal weight, since Bluebird has lost a 
family member to this crisis. It honours the lost, holds space for 
their families, and calls the viewer to reflect.

NIGHT RAIN STARLIGHT
Night Rain Starlight is a young Indigenous artist whose practice 
draws on literature, oral tradition, and lived experience. Working 
mainly in acrylic, Starlight builds figurative works layered with 
symbolism, research, and communal narrative.

Why Natives Have Sore Eyes, 2026 — 
Acrylic on Canvas, $150
Old stories deserve new colour. 
Drawn from a traditional Tsuut’ina 
tale recorded by Bruce Starlight, this 
piece follows Old Man as he loses his 
eyes and gains new sight through 
Wolf. Framed by a bead work-inspired 
border, the painting celebrates humour, 
humanity, and teaching.

HOW TO VIEW & PURCHASE
Visit: Taza Park Sales & Marketing Centre

Purchase: Scan the QR code to inquire about 
purchase and learn more about the artists behind 
the artworks.

MEET THE TEAM AT 7 CHIEFS 
SPORTSPLEX
HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT TAZA? 
Our team is available every Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm 
at 7 Chiefs Sportsplex to answer your questions and 
welcome your feedback. Stop by during these hours to say 
hello and connect with us.
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SATURDAY, SEPT 12, 12–5 PM
TAZA PARK SALES & MARKETING CENTRE

SOMETHINGWONDROUS.CA

TAZA PRESENTS

ALL ARE WELCOME | FAMILY FRIENDLY | FREE PARKING
ANNOUNCING LINE UP SOON!

Rain or Shine 
Drug & Alcohol Free ART BY KEEGAN STARLIGHT

Expanded Market 

Indigenous Fashion Show

Live Music

Traditional Games

Food Trucks

Tsuut’ina-Led Workshop
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“Find BigFoot”Winners!“Find BigFoot”Winners!
•Heaven-leigh Jacobs-Big Crow 

•Gena Heavenfire
•Natasha simeon

Keep your eyes peeled for more 
contest in future issues of the Dà-hí

Also if you were the person in the 
Bigfoot costume thank you for 
inspiring this contest and come to 
the Communications office and get 
yourself some free swag too!!!

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y 

PO
ST

IN
G

S



July | Summer

Tōōk’í mītōō2026 13



14 DÀ-HÍDīch’ī mītōō

Jījá dīnít’ásí ch’àt’āghá | ʔāmà
C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
PO

ST
IN

G
S



July | Summer

2026 15Gúút’ā mītōō



16 Gústōní mītōō DÀ-HÍ

Jījá dīnít’ásí ch’àt’āghá | ʔāmà
C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y 
PO

ST
IN

G
S



July | Summer

Chīshch’īdí mītōō2026 17

WHAT
We’re hiring ALL positions!  
 
WHEN 
August 26th 
9AM – 10PM

WHERE
Seven Chiefs Sportsplex & 
Jim Starlight Centre 
19 Bullhead Rd, Priddis, AB

Register for the event and apply 
now at loblaw.ca/careers

Real Canadian Superstore® is opening a brand 
new location in Buffalo Run. 

JOIN OUR
HIRING
EVENT

BRING YOUR DIFFERENCE
MAKE YOUR DIFFERENCE

Can’t make it? Apply now at
loblaw.ca/careers

SCAN TO APPLY
& REGISTER 
for the event

4699550_RCSS_BuffaloRunHiringEvent_InstorePDF_14x8.5.indd   14699550_RCSS_BuffaloRunHiringEvent_InstorePDF_14x8.5.indd   1 2026-07-31   1:31 PM2026-07-31   1:31 PM
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Powwow TrailPowwow Trail

Siksika Nation Fair 
Pow Wow:
June 26June 26thth – 28 – 28thth, 2026, 2026

Saddle Lake Cree 
Nation #125 Powwow: 
June 26June 26thth - 28 - 28thth, 2026, 2026

Samson Cree Nation 
Powwow Celebration: 
August 7August 7thth - 9 - 9thth, 2026, 2026

Frog Lake First
Nations Powwow:
August 14August 14thth - 16 - 16thth, 2026, 2026

Honouring Traditions 
Powwow & Artisan Expo:
Sept. 19Sept. 19thth - 20 - 20thth, 2026, 2026

Canoe Lake Cree First 
Nations Traditional 
Pow Wow:
June 12June 12thth – 14 – 14thth, 2026, 2026
Mitaanjigamiing First 
Nation Powwow:
June 12June 12thth – 14 – 14thth, 2026, 2026

Sweetgrass First Nations 
Traditional Powwow: 
July 14July 14thth - 15 - 15thth, 2026, 2026

Onion Lake Cree Nation 
Powwow:
July 17July 17thth - 19 - 19thth, 2026, 2026

Big River First Nation 
Annual Powwow:
July 21July 21stst - 23 - 23rdrd, 2026, 2026

Zagimē Anishinabēk 
Powwow:
July 24July 24thth - 26 - 26thth, 2026, 2026

Thunderchild Annual 
Powwow:
July 24July 24thth - 26 - 26thth, 2026, 2026

Yellow Quill First Nation 
Powwow:
July 29July 29thth - 31 - 31stst, 2026, 2026

Sturgeon Lake First 
Nation Pow Wow:
July 31July 31stst - Aug. 2 - Aug. 2ndnd, 2026, 2026

Muskoday First Nation 
Traditional Pow Wow: 
July 31July 31stst - Aug. 2 - Aug. 2ndnd, 2026, 2026

Oceanman Nakoda 
Nation Powwow:
August 4August 4thth - 6 - 6thth, 2026, 2026

Waterhen Lake First 
Nation Traditional 
PowWow:
August 7August 7thth - 9 - 9thth, 2026, 2026

Cowessess Traditional 
Powwow:
August 11August 11thth - 13 - 13thth, 2026, 2026

Poundmaker Cree 
Nation Powwow:
August 12August 12thth - 13 - 13thth, 2026 , 2026 

Kahkewistahaw First 
Nation Pow Wow:
August 14th - 16th, 2026August 14th - 16th, 2026

Little Pine First Nation 
Pow-Wow:
August 18August 18thth - 20 - 20thth, 2026, 2026

Sandy Bay Ojibway 
First Nation Traditional 
Powwow:
August 21August 21stst - 23 - 23rdrd, 2026, 2026

Whitecap Dakota Nation 
Competition Powwow: 
August 25August 25thth - 27 - 27thth, 2026, 2026

Flying Dust First Nation 
Powwow:
September 4September 4thth - 6 - 6thth, 2026, 2026

Moosomin First Nation 
Competition Powwow: 
Sept. 11Sept. 11thth - 13 - 13thth, 2026, 2026

Saulteaux First Nation 
Powwow: 
Sept. 18Sept. 18thth - 20 - 20thth, 2026, 2026

Annual Neskonlith Pow 
Wow 2026:
Sept. 18Sept. 18thth - 20 - 20thth, 2026, 2026

Northern Lights Casino 
Powwow:
October 9October 9thth - 11 - 11thth, 2026, 2026

Manito Ahbee Powwow:
Oct. 30Oct. 30thth - Nov. 1 - Nov. 1stst, 2026, 2026

Komasket Powwow: 
June 12June 12thth – 14 – 14thth, 2026, 2026
YellowQuill School 
Powwow:
June 16June 16thth, 2026, 2026

Kamloopa Pow Wow: 
June 26June 26thth - 28 - 28thth, 2026, 2026

Mosquito Grizzly Bear’s 
Head Lean Man First 
Nation Powwow:
July 3July 3rdrd - 5 - 5thth, 2026, 2026
Swan Lake First Nation 
Competition Powwow: 
July 3July 3rdrd - 5 - 5thth, 2026, 2026

George Gordon First 
Nation Competition 
Powwow:
July 7July 7thth - 9 - 9thth, 2026, 2026

Cote First Nation Annual 
Powwow:
July 9July 9thth - 10 - 10thth, 2026, 2026

Squamish Nation Youth 
Pow-wow:
July 10July 10thth - 12 - 12thth, 2026, 2026

Grande Prairie 
Traditional Pow Wow: 
June 27June 27thth - 28 - 28thth, 2026, 2026
Alexis Powwow:
July 3July 3rdrd - 5 - 5thth, 2026, 2026

Calgary Stampede 
Powwow:
July 6July 6thth & 7 & 7thth, 2026, 2026

4th Annual Lead by 
Example Powwow:
July 8July 8thth, 2026 , 2026 

Kainai Pow Wow & 
Celebration:
July 17July 17thth – 19 – 19thth, 2026, 2026

Beaver Lake Cree 
Nation Annual 
Competition Pow Wow:
July 31July 31stst - Aug. 2 - Aug. 2ndnd, 2026, 2026

Ermineskin Cree 
Nation Powwow:
July 17July 17thth – 19 – 19thth, 2026, 2026

Tsuut’ina Nation
Annual Celebrations:
July 22July 22ndnd - 26 - 26thth, 2026, 2026

Enoch Cree Nation 
Summer Competition 
Powwow:
July 10July 10thth – 12 – 12thth, 2026 , 2026 

Powwow TrailPowwow Trail
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Gūnììzh 
dístī-hí
“Stories in Motion”

“Stories In Motion” is a dedicated 
space for all Tsúūt’ínà and community 

accomplishments. We at Dà-Hí 
support everyone who puts forth 

their best effort in life, work, and play. 
Dà-Hí will always support those who 
commit, persist, and strive towards a 

better collective Tsúūt’ínà future.

If you’d like to submit an 
achievement or notable event to 

the “Stories in Motion” please 
email the Dà-Hí at 

submissions@tsuutina.com
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stampedestampede  2026  
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There were a ton of fresh faces, new looks, 
and lots of Tsuut’ina visibility at this year’s 
Calgary Stampede. In 2026, a whopping 
1.4 million people attended the Stampede 
grounds over the ten days; this was by no 
means a small turnout. Unless you’ve never 
been to the Calgary Stampede before, it 
should come as no surprise that the annual 
ten days of culture, cowboys, and midway 
confectionery creations were once again a 
massive success and an amazing time had 
by all.
 
The parade signifies the start of the 
Stampede festivities, if you don’t count the 
preliminary Stampede Breakfasts, of course. 

Tsuut’ina Nation, as always, was right there 
celebrating and contributing alongside an 
amazing display of cultures from all walks 
of life. The parade was led by this year’s 
marshals, Olympians Courtney Sarault 
and Mikael Kingsbury. The parade is a 
great opportunity to share our culture and 
existence on a global scale.  
 
The classic Calgary Stampede staples 
were also front and center for all ten 
days. The Stampede Rodeo is a world-
class fixture within the sport with all of its 
favourite fast-paced events like Saddle 
Bronc, Bull Riding and Barrel Racing. That’s 
does not include the Grandstand either; 
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the Rangeland Derby chuckwagon racing has been the anchor of the evening performances 
for the better part of a century. This year, spectators would see two Tsuut’ina involved tarps 
including the DH Ranch Foundation (Driver Ryan Baptiste) and Meguinis Enterprises (Driver 
Chance Bensmiller). The fan favourite Indian Relay Races are still continuing to gain a larger 
foothold in the evening program. 2026 saw Brent Dodginghorse and his DH Ranch Relay team 
make their competitive debut on the half-mile track.
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Tony & Francis 
starlight

Kenneth 
Big Plume

Theresa & Cara 
Big Plume

Elbow River Elbow River 
Camp Camp 20262026

Tony & Francis 
starlight

Kenneth 
Big Plume

Theresa & Cara 
Big Plume
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Shaun Runner Ellery StarlightMicheal & Violet 
meguinis 

Breaking camp in 1912 the elbow river camp or “indian village”, has been a major part of the 
calgary stampede. The village has been an important meeting place and stampede staple for 

countless generations and continues to be so. Challenges such as a location change, “owners” 
of the park switching hands, and public perspectives shifting, this area brings together first 
nations people. It serves as an indigenous anchor point in it’s rightful place alongside the 

western lifestyle showcase that is the calgary stampede. We at the dà-hí newsletter want to 
say siyísgáàs (thank you) to everyone who helps keep this tradition alive and for caring for 

these amazing pieces of our culture and heritage.

Shaun Runner Ellery StarlightMicheal & Violet 
meguinis 
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Yahoo!!!
Yahoo!!!

Stampede Stampede 
BreakfastBreakfast

July 2026

These photos are from 
Tosguna Stampede 
Breakfast and the Health 
and Wellness Stampede 
Breakfast. Amazing events 
that are always a hit!
Don’t forget to send 
us your photos at 
submissions@tsuutina.com  
to have your perspective 
featured in the next issues 
of the Da-Hi.
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TSUUT’INA NATION ANNUAL 

The 2026 Tsuut’ina Annual Celebrations were 
amazing and did not happen without a lot of 
hard work and tireless hours put into it. We want 
to thank Wendy Two Guns for sharing her thanks 
to all those involved in creating such an amazing 
Celebration each and every year! Please read the 
thank you from Wendy below, and we can’t wait 
for next year!

“As I sit here tonight, I’m actually a little sad that 
the weekend is over.

I already miss the sunshine, the smiles, the 
constant “Hellos”, the “You look tired” comments 
❤, running into my staff every few minutes, the 
quick stops, the quick updates, the pats on the 
back, and little vent sessions that got us through 
the days. Every day brought its own challenges, 
but in the end, we all had each other’s backs. 
That’s what I appreciate the most.

The other day in my sleep-deprived state, 
someone asked me, “Who would you like 
to thank?” I immediately knew who came to 
mind first, but then I worried about forgetting 
someone or not giving people the appreciation 
they truly deserve. It’s honestly been weighing 
on me because so many people gave so much 
of themselves to make our Tsuut’ina Annual 
Celebrations possible.

First and foremost, thank you to our Pipe Holders 
for blessing our celebrations, our grounds, and 
everyone who gathered. Beginning in a good 
way is something we can never lose sight of.

A very special thank you to Xàkíjí and 
Xàkújághá-yiná for hosting our Tsuut’ina 
Annual Celebrations. A key honourable piece 
of our Celebrations is the HCMC Giveaway; 
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CELEBRATIONS 2026

it represents a welcome to our visitors and 
an appreciation to their families, friends and 
community. To the elders who prayed before 
every event and during the specials hosted, 
thank you. To Samone Whitney, Graham Rowan 
Jr., & Royal Whitney Rowan for singing during 
Rodeo’s Grand Entries, it was very beautiful; 
thank you. 

To my incredible staff, you are simply the best.

David Simon, my Camp Boss and Peter 
Manywounds, my Infrastructure Boss, truly my 
right-hand men, you both were always there 
every single time I turned around. “What do you 
need?” “I already did that.” “I’ve got it covered.” 
You both started before most people were 
awake and were still going long after everyone 
else had gone to bed. Hearing you say, “I’ve 
been up since 5 A.M., I’m finally going to bed,” at 

midnight showed the dedication you both have. 
Thank you for always showing up. Thank you to 
Lisa Whitney for being assistant to infrastructure 
boss and being his boss lol jks.

Amanda Simon, our Cleanup Coordinator, 
you are exceptional at what you do. I heard 
compliment after compliment about your 
leadership, and more than once people asked 
if they could come work for you. That speaks 
volumes about the respect you’ve earned. Thank 
you to all the Clean Up staff and to Healthy Living 
for the kids’ bike donation.

Laura Heavenfire, our Elders Coordinator, thank 
you for returning year after year to ensure our 
Elders are cared for with kindness and dignity. It 
isn’t lost on me that you’re an Elder yourself, yet 
you’re always the one looking after everyone 
else. Thank you to all the Elders’ staff.
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To my Vendor Coordinator, Maryann 
Big Plume, thank you for building such 
incredible relationships over the years. 
Your connections, experience, and 
ability to make thoughtful decisions are 
invaluable. I always know our vendors are 

in good hands.

Kyle Eagletail and Jade 
Eagletail, our Parking 

Team, you both 
worked incredibly 
hard. I received so 
many compliments 
about how well you 
treated your parking 

attendants and how 
smoothly everything 

operated. You led by 
example, and it showed. 

Thank you to all the parking 
staff.

To my assistant, Jeanine, thank you 
for your tireless dedication. The long 
hours, the attention to detail, and your 
commitment to making sure everything 
was organized and accurate before 
anything left your desk never went 
unnoticed. I truly admire your work ethic.

A very special thank you to Andy 
Onespot. You worked endlessly 
preparing the grounds, managing the 
water and electrical systems, replacing 
aging equipment, and doing everything 
possible to keep things running safely. 
Throughout the celebrations, you 
responded to every electrical issue 
without hesitation. Your knowledge, 
advice, and commitment are deeply 
appreciated.

Thank you to Kehiw for your incredible 
creativity, vision, and talent in bringing 
our graphics and promotional materials to 
life. Thank you for your patience through 
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what must have felt like a million changes, your attention to every detail, and your commitment 
to making sure everything was just right. Your work helped showcase our Tsuut’ina Annual 
Celebrations beautifully, and we truly appreciate everything you did.

Thank you to the Disability Program Coordinator, Josephine Big Plume, and her wonderful staff 
for recognizing persons with disability and giving them a safe space to showcase their dance 
and regalia. Special thanks for honouring them with food and prizes all weekend. Also, thank 
you to Child & Family, EIP, and Healthy Living for being present and setting up teepees so that 
people have a place to go. 

Thank you to our Security Coordinators, Glen and Taylor Big Crow. Your long hours, 
professionalism, and dedication helped ensure everyone could enjoy the celebrations safely 
and thank you to all the Security guards.
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Thank you to Tosguna for your presence and care for 
the community by providing safety for the camp.

We are always grateful for Aaron’s Paramedics, 
being with us and attending to injured people. 
Thank you so much for looking after Chase Blue and 
ensuring he got to the hospital quickly. We all wish 
him a quick recovery. 

Thank you to Tsuut’ina Fire, Public Works, Roads 
Department, and Tsuut’ina Gas Stop for providing 
water, lighting and essential services needed.
Special thanks to James Big Plume, Daniel Crane, 
and Larenz Big Plume for providing teepee poles. 
Also, thanks to Josh Meguinis and crew, Denny 
Manywounds and crew, and Larenz Big Plume and 
crew for landscaping the grounds. 

To our Events Coordinators:

Marcie Two Guns, Powwow Coordinator, you took 
on an enormous role this year. You introduced 
new categories, built a strong team, and carried a 
tremendous workload with determination and heart. 
Thank you to Aimee Meguinis, Graham Rowan, and 
all the powwow staff and contractors, including 
Minor Chiefs Kendall, Waylon and Tyson.

Clayton Whitney, Rodeo Manager, I can’t say 
enough about the work you put into our rodeo. I’m 
incredibly proud of you and of the entire rodeo 
committee. The countless hours, the planning, and 
the dedication helped make our 50th Anniversary 
Rodeo something truly special. Special thanks to 
Patsy Simon for your importance on presentation 
and detail; you worked tirelessly to complete all jobs 
you could think of and created an impression on 
our Rodeo that we hope never falls. Thank you to 
the committee of Riley, Josh, Cee, and Livia, and to 
all the rodeo staff, contractors, and the INFR team. 
Thanks to the Minor Chief reps Kelsey Big Plume and 
Paula Big Plume.

Tonya Crowchild, Handgames Coordinator, your 
knowledge, leadership, and hospitality shine every 
year. You treat every guest and contestant with 
respect while somehow keeping the energy going 
all night long. Thank you to all the Handgames staff. 
Thanks to Minor Chief rep Jeanne Crowchild.
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Marilee Whitney, Golf Coordinator, you’ve 
transformed the golf tournament into such an exciting 
event with added jackpots, tournament holes, and 
new experiences that participants look forward to 
each year. Thank you to all the golf staff at Redwood 
Meadows, and thanks to Minor Chief rep Leeroy 
Meguinis.

Big thanks to Tsuut’ina Nation Youth Initiatives’ 
Riel and Isagha for the wonderful Jr. Rodeo & Jr. 
Powwow. Both events were great; it is so vitally 
important to introduce our youth to the grounds and 
encourage them to participate in the rodeo arena and 
dance in the powwow arbour. Special thanks to Julie 
Dodginghorse, Eryn Starlight, and Garrett Simeon.

To our Baseball Committee, Minor Chief Corrine 
Eagletail, Waylon Big Plume and Zachary 
Manywounds, with committee members Isagha, Jane, 

Kyla, Bobby, and Tyler, congratulations on celebrating 
your 20th Anniversary. The pride you have in your 
tournament is evident. Through your sponsorship and 
commitment, you created an even better experience 
for your players. Thank you to all the Baseball staff and 
Jaycee Park.

Thank you to all of our Controllers and Accounts 
Payable staff. Your work often happens behind the 
scenes, but none of this could happen without your 
dedication, accuracy, and countless hours of support.

Big thanks to our suppliers; without you, we’d be 
on the floor, looking at the sky lol. Bugle Forklift for 
your carts, Vibe Party Rentals Depot, ABC Waste 
Services, Print Calgary, Calgary Tent Rentals, Elders 
Program, and Safeway. As well as Hokah Sound, CnT 
Tabulations and Powwow Times. Our infrastructure 
contractors, OCD Earthworks, Two Guns Bobcat, 
Ironsheild Welding, Whitney Contracting, Tractorland, 
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AOS Electric and Larry Crane Sound, IT Department, Shawn Metchewais 
Screens, and his staff who put on an incredible show!!!

Finally, thank you to every volunteer, every staff member, every 
committee member, every sponsor, every performer, every contestant, 
every vendor, every camper, every attendee, and every community 
member who helped make this year’s Tsuut’ina Annual Celebrations so 
memorable.

We are truly sorry if we missed anyone; we truly thank everyone 
involved, from the most minor interactions to the largest. Events like this 
don’t happen because of one person. They happen because hundreds 
of people choose to work together, solve problems together, laugh 
together, and support one another.

As exhausted as I am, I’m also incredibly grateful. I’m already missing 
those little moments that most people never see: the quick check-ins, the 
shared laughs, the “We got this” conversations, and knowing
that no matter what came our way, someone was always there to help.

Thank you for trusting me. It was an honour to stand beside all of you,
Until next year. ❤”️

- Wendy Two Guns, Tsuut’ina Events Director
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Diyí dzinisí gúja 
Diyí dzinisí gúja Isuu Bernice!

Isuu Bernice!
August 11August 11thth

Love,Love,Gunaha Staff  
Gunaha Staff  

Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday

Jeanine Starlight! 

Jeanine Starlight! ️️

August 14
August 14

thth

From,
From,

Wendy Two Guns 

Wendy Two Guns 

Happy Birthday to 

Happy Birthday to 

my love, my best 

my love, my best 

friend, Fred! 
friend, Fred! 

Love, Love, 

Sirena
Sirena

Happy 
Happy Birthday 

Birthday to Dalton 
to Dalton Dodginghorse!

Dodginghorse!
From, 
From, The Comms 

The Comms Team 
Team 

Happy 
Happy 

Birthday 
Birthday 

Koden Crowchild!

Koden Crowchild!

LoveLove️️,,

 Auntie
 Auntie

Happy 
Happy Sweet 16

Sweet 16thth  Birthday 
Birthday Gracen Eagletail! 

Gracen Eagletail! August 11
August 11ththFrom,From,Mom & 
Mom & Siblings

Siblings

Happy Happy Birthday Sis!
Birthday Sis!Hannah Big Plume! 

Hannah Big Plume! July 28July 28thth  From,From,The Family
The Family

Happy 18Happy 18thth  
Birthday Miles Birthday Miles 
Rabbit Simeon!Rabbit Simeon!

From,From,
Mom Dad &Mom Dad &
the Familythe Family

Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday 

“twins”!

“twins”!
Albert R. & 

Albert R. & 

Matthew HF. 

Matthew HF. 
August 25

August 25 ththLove, 
Love, 

Milly, Blane,

Milly, Blane,
& Galute

& Galute
Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday 

Harold One Spot! 

Harold One Spot! 

August 29
August 29thth

From, Neah

From, Neah

Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday 

Taylor! 
Taylor! 

August 2
August 2ndnd

Love, Love, 

Carmen
Carmen

Happy Birthday Happy Birthday 
Cee! Cee! 

August 8August 8thth

Love, Love, 
CarmenCarmen Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday 
Irene! 
Irene! August 7

August 7 ththLove, 
Love, Carmen

Carmen
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Iló Gudagaà-hí
Employment Opportunities

To apply, please send your resume to: jobs@tsuutina.com. Please include in the 
subject line: JOB TITLE & REF# to ensure that it is received.

Find More Information & Jobs Online at: www.tsuutina.com/job-seekers/

REF#2607-12 REF#2607-15

REF#2607-11REF#2601-01 REF#2607-14

COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR

EXECUTIVE TECHNICAL ASSISTANT

Tsuut’ina Nation

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

COHI AIDECASUAL RECEPTIONIST

TECHNICAL DEVELOPER

Department: Tsuut’ina Health 
Services

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1)

**Internal Posting – Tsuut’ina Citizens Only**

Closes: August 10th, 2026 @ 
11:59 PM MST (Late submissions 
will not be accepted)

Tsuut’ina Nation REF#2607-16
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER DAYCARE SUPERVISOR

Reporting to: Head Chief and 
Minor Chiefs

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1)

Apply: Email a cover letter and 
a tailored resume to Shalini 
Bhatty or Heather Fookes at 
apply@leadersinternational.
com, including the job title in 
the subject line of the email.

Department: Tsuut’ina Daycare

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1) 

Closes: August 13th, 2026 @ 
11:59 PM MST (Late submissions 
will not be accepted)

Department: Treaty Initiatives

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1)

Closes: August 18th, 2026 @ 
11:59 PM MST (Late submissions 
will not be accepted)

Reporting to: Head Chief and 
Minor Chiefs

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1)

Apply: Email a cover letter and 
a tailored resume to Shalini 
Bhatty or Heather Fookes at 
apply@leadersinternational.
com, including the job title in 
the subject line of the email.

Department: Tsuut’ina Health 
Services

Designation: Full-Time, Fixed-
Term

Vacancies: One (1)

Closes: August 6th, 2026 @ 11:59 
PM MST (Late submissions will 
not be accepted)

Department: All Departments

Designation: Temporary, On-Call

Vacancies: Multiple
**Internal Posting – Open to Tsuut’ina 

Nation Citizens (Nation or Community)**

Closes: Continuously Accepting 
Applications

Department: Information 
Technology (IT)

Designation: Full-Time

Vacancies: One (1)

Closes: August 11th, 2026 @ 
11:59 PM MST (Late submissions 
will not be accepted)

https://tsuutina.com/job-seekers/
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