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XêKĐJĆGHĆ (MINOR CHIEF)  

STEVEN CROWCHILD 

 

XêKĐJĆGHĆ (MINOR CHIEF) SHAY RUNNER 

  

Dadanastôada, 

I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful spring weather and looking forward 

to summer 2025 and all the activities and events that you can enjoy.   

I would like to thank all the Niskôa staff on all their hard work and dedication 

protecting our Nation Lands for the Wusa.  

I highly encourage the community to continue to participate in the upcoming 

Niskôa community engagements such as Land Use Planning, Law & Policy 

Development and attend events such as the Grand Opening of Wolf Creek 

Restoration Site, New Lands Arbour Site, Lands Open House and take the 

opportunity to sign up for a focus group.  

It is important that we continue to work in collaboration with other portfolios and the community for 

the future planning of the Tsuutôina Niksôa and the generations to come.  

SIYISGAAS  

MINOR CHIEF SHAY RUNNER  

 

Dzinisi Guja,  

It has been a productive year as the Minor Chief Niskôa Rep. I would like to 

take this opportunity to express the honor in working with the Lands Portfolio 

and acknowledge all the staffôs hard work and contributions.  I would like to 

highlight the portfolios leadership in work planning, budget monitoring and do-

ing such great things for the Tsuutôina Niskôa with limited resources.   

It was great to see the partnership and collaboration with other portfolios such 

as with the Lands/Education/Gunaha partnership for the Niskôa Curriculum 

Development and site visits the students had out on the land. I highly encourage this collaboration 

of work to continue for the collective and the future generations to come.  

I hope you all have a great summer season and enjoy time with your loved ones and donôt forget to 

take some time to spend outdoors, participate in the Sundance's, powwows, rodeos and sports 

events.  

SIYISGAAS  

MINOR CHIEF STEVEN CROWCHILD  

XêKĐJĆGHĆ (MINOR CHIEF) STEVEN CROWCHILD  
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Please be advised that a new Land Advisory 

Committee has been appointed by Head Chief 

and Minor Chiefôs effective February 2025.  

We would like to thank all those who applied 

to sit on this Committee, as we had a great in-

terest from a variety of Citizens.  And encour-

age you all to stay engaged with upcoming 

Land Activities we have scheduled with the 

community, such as our Open House and the 

Opening Ceremonies of Wolf Creek and the 

New Lands Arbour.  

The newly appointed Land Advisory Commit-

tee are: 

1. John Whitney 

2. Delphine Pipestem 

3. Louie Heavenfire  

4. Esther Jacobs 

5. Leslie Onespot  

6. Hanna Big Crow  

7. Arnold Crowchild  

8. Naomi Eagletail  

Over the past few months they have been ori-

entated and are now ready to start their work 

plan which will include the following: 

¶ Tsuutôina Niskôa (Land) Regime Frame-

work  

¶ Niskôa Law Development and Land Use 

Policies 

¶ Niskôa Dispute Resolution Development  

¶ Land Use Plans for Tsuutôina Niskôa  

¶ Environmental, Cultural and Historical 

Land Use Protection  

They will be carrying the work that has been 

in development for many years forward.  With 

that being said, we would like to take this time 

to greatly appreciate the previous Land Advi-

sory Committee whom worked with the Lands 

Team to implement a new Committee, Devel-

op a Niskôa Legislative Framework, and draft 

the following documents, which are currently 

in Second Reading, Part One of the Legislative 

Process Act: 

¶ Niskôa Assignment Policy 

¶ Niskôa Business Use Policy  

¶ Niskôa Dispute Resolution Policy  

¶ Niskôa Agriculture Policy  

¶ Niskôa Terms and Definition Bank  

Siyisgaas for all your hard work and dedica-

tion in this important milestone you contrib-

uted to for the collective and generations to 

come to the following: 

1. Alex Crowchild  

2. Keitha Manyhorses  

3. Diane Meguinis  

4. Glen Starlight 

5. Brenda Jacobs  

6. Shad Manywounds  

7. Tiffani Whitney 



 5 

 



 6 



 7 

 



 8 

[!b5{ !b5 9b±Lwhba9b¢ w9{9!w/I 59t!w¢a9b¢ 

   

bM{Yϥ' bM{YΩ#DNbN{¢i-IN 

 

We, the Lands & Environment Research 

Department is committed to protecting 

the Tsuutõina Niskõa and ensuring a sus-

tainable WUSA for the generations to 

come through the following: Land Man-

agement, Land Use Planning, Policy De-

velopment, Niskõa Records/Data/

Information Management, Community 

Education and Engagement, Cultural 

Protocols and Capacity and Training 

ensuring a sustainable WUSA for the 

generations to come. 

Hello, My Name is Chazz Crowchild!  

I am in my final semester at the University of Lethbridge and planning to 

graduate this coming fall. I am majoring in Geography and have made the 

deans list last semester. I enjoy the outdoors and rodeoing in my free time. 

My fiancé , Savanah, got me an early wedding gift and I am now a dog dad to 

a 5-month old German Shorthaired Pointer puppy named Tilly.  We plan to 

take her hunting as soon as she is old enough in the fall. Happy to be apart 

of the team and looking forward to working and learning from everyone! 

L.E.R.D. Team:  

Alison Heavenfire, Director  

Carrie-Joy BigPlume, Lands Manager 

Peter Crane, GIS Manager  

Deneah BigPlume, Executive Assistant  

Sunshine BigPlume, Records & Data Clerk 

Marcie Meguinis - Data Support Technician  

Kerry Manywoundsã Generalist  

 

Hello, My Name is Kailie Dodginghorse1 

I am one of the summer students currently working with L.E.R.D. I have recently finished my first year in the 

Child studies program at Mount Royal University, making the deans list for my first semester and the presidents 

honor roll during the last semester. In my free time, I like to spend time with my husband Max, whether it be 

practicing our traditional ways or being out on the land and learning from him about the different plants and 

animals. On occasion, I enjoy beading and sewing for my family and loved ones, the feeling of pride I I get from 

seeing my hhard work being worn by others is a feeling like no other. I am happy to once again be part of the 

L.E.R.D team and I look forward to the experience I will gain and the connections that will be made.  
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Effective April 2025, Mr. Jim Two Guns, whom was 

employed with the Lands Department for the past 3 

decades officially retired. He has been a great men-

tor to the team and is greatly missed with his 

knowledge, wisdom and humor.   

We would like to wish Jim all the best in his golden 

years and future endeavors in his next chapter in 

life.  

The Lands Team has been busy the past few months 

with numerous training and capacity building such 

as the following: 

§ Safety Tickets 

§ Software training with Laserfiche, M365, Co-

Pilot and MRF/GIS 

§ Invasives Plants - Noxious Weeds  

§ Willow Harvesting  

§ REDD Count at Wolf Creek  

§ Land Management TrainingðLevel 2  

The Lands Team is currently conducting Focus 

Groups with Family Grous and Individual to review 

the Land Use Policies and applicable Land Use Plans 

this spring, summer and fall 2025.  

In March 2025, the LERD team also attended the 

Elders Open House with Consultation, the Career 

Fair hosted by ERC and the Community Compre-

hensive Plan engagement at Bullhead Hall that was 

hosted by Governance.   

We look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming 

open house in July and also the Treaty Day activities 

on June 25, 2025. 
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DǕd§nastô§dǕ, 

Our crew had a very productive Winter and 

Spring season, here are some updates we 

would like to share. 

December 2024-April 2025  

¶ Crew had a very successful round-up this 

year, we were able to tag, vaccinate, de-

worm, and separate the yearlings for the 

calf sales.  

¶ Buffalo Paddocks held a pipe ceremony to 

bless and protect the crew and buffalo.  

¶ This year we had a Veterinarian crew come 

out to do pregnancy checks on all the cows 

in the herd where they had determined our 

herd to be very healthy.  

¶ The crew had a successful hunt and har-

vest for the Nation, we harvested 15 bulls 

of all our of Nation Citizens.  

¶ The high school was able to attend and 

have traditional lessons taught on a cow 

that was part of the hunt and harvest.  

¶ The crew handed out meat to just over 300 

households through our annual Buffalo 

drive thru.  

¶ Buffalo Paddocks have a lot of tours from 

different reserves and schools to learn from 

us and give them more information to help 

run their own buffalo herds successfully. 

¶ April is officially the start of our calving sea-

sons. We have close to 100 claves on the 

ground and ready for more to come.  

Ts¼Ȋt'²n¨ Buffalo Paddock  (XǕn²-tǭǭ MǾn³stsǭykô²)  

Agricultural Lands Program (N³skôǕ N§gȊstôǭn-n§) 

TEAM: 

Clayton WhitneyðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Manager 

Tiffani WhitneyðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Exec. Assist. 

Trenten HeavenfireðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Farm Hand 

Brennen StarlightðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Farm Hand 

Starlin Big PlumeðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Farm Hand 

Joshua CrowchildðBuffalo Paddock & Agriculture Farm Hand 

Cory Perry-Buffalo- Buffalo Paddock & Agriculture Farm Hand 
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bM{Y" YΩ"b'¢{ΩRbj-5R                                  CONSERVATION TEAM: 

Shad ManywoundsðConservation Manager 

Kathleen DodginghorseðExecutive Assistant 

Virgil JacobsðRange Patrol  

Tim Crowchild  - Range Patrol 

Tanisha Whitney - Range Patrol  

Lenny EagletailðRange Patrol  

Taos OnespotðNew Lands Coordinator  

Trevor ManywoundsðNew Lands Coordin. 

Neil WhitneyðNew Lands Labourer 

Taye Dodginghorse - UXO Administrative Assistant  

The Conservation Department  had a very produc-
tive Winter and Spring Season and have the follow-
ing updates for the Community: 

¶ NISKôA LEGISLATION - In collaboration with 
LERD, Lands Advisory Committee, Tosguna 
and LPTS, we are currently amending the Ani-
mal Bylaw and Trespass Law through the Legis-
lative Process Act and aim to have the amend-
ments approved by HCMC by July 31, 2025.  

¶ LAND USE PLANNING - LERD is currently con-
ducting a Land Use Survey with questions to 
citizens on their input to Animals/Dogs, Hunting 
and Harvesting and the Former DND Land Use 
and New Lands Land Use Plans.  There results 
will be analyzed and content will be considered 
for overall Law & Policy Development and Land 
Use Planning.  

¶ TRESPASSING - Conservation has been meet-
ing with Tosguna regularly to address Trespass 
and boundary concerns 

¶ FENCING/BOUNDARY - The team is still work-
ing away at fencing to firmly establish the Na-
tion boundaries and other zones.  

§ NEW LANDS ARBOUR - a new arbour was 
constructed at the New Lands over the past 
year, which was sponsored from West Fraser 
Sawmill (formally known as Spray Lake 
Sawmills), as part of our partnership with them.  
It is accessible from the new access road and 
available for the community to use.  In April 
2025, we took different groups of the schools 
out for a site visit.   

§ GRAND OPENING - A grand opening for this 
arbour site at the New Lands will be in August 
2025, please stay tuned for further details.  

§ YOUTH WOOD WORKING PROGRAM - Will 
commence again this summer for youth 14-18 
years old.  Please stay tuned for further notice if 
you are a youth that is interested in working out 
on the land this summer.  

§ WOLF CREEK RESTORATION SITE - In col-
laboration with LERD, Conservation Team has 
done a lot of restoration work at the riparian are-
as of Wolf Creek down old agency in prepara-
tion for the Grand Opening on June 11, 2025. 

 

NEW LANDS HOURS OF OPERATION  

SUMMER 2025  

MONDAY TO SUNDAY  

8 AM TO 9 PM 

NATION CITIZENS ONLY AND NO OVER-

NIGHT STAY! 

TRESPASS OR ANIMAL LAW CONCERNS 

PLEASE CONTACT TOSGUNA TO REPORT! 

403-251-9660  

or SHAD MANYWOUNDS @ 

shad.manywounds@tsuutina.com  
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Exploring Tsuutôina New Lands: 

A Day with Tsuutôina Grade 4 

Students  

On April 16, 2025, Tsuutôina Conservation 

and New Lands Staff members had the pleas-

ure of welcoming the Grade 4 class to our 

worksite, New Lands. Nestled in Bragg Creek 

areas, the New Lands is a breathtaking area 

of the Nation that is filled with beauty of our 

Niskôa surroundings. Despite the chilly morn-

ing, the excitement of around 40 eager chil-

dren warmed the atmosphere as we guided 

them to the viewpoint hill, where they were 

greeted by stunning 

views of our new arbour 

for future visitors.  

The day began with a 

heartful opening prayer 

by Elder Charlie 

Crowchild, setting a re-

spectful tone of our gath-

ering. Following this, Da-

vid Meguinis led us in a 

welcoming song that res-

onated with joy and unity. 

Our Conservation Manag-

er shared fascinating 

facts about the land and high-

lighted upcoming projects that 

the children can look forward 

to, sparking their curiosity and 

enthusiasm.  

As morning progressed, we 

gathered around a cozy fire pit 

with camp chairs, as Conserva-

tion provided delicious lunch 

bags for everyone. The high-

light of the day was when the 

New Lands crew took the kids 

on the side-by-sides, creating 

an unforgettable fun experience. To top it all 

off, UXO Department generously donated 

UXO t-shirts for the kids to take home, making 

this day even more special.  

It was truly a fun-filled day, and we were re-

minded of how curious and intelligent our 

youth are. We enjoyed our time with them and 

look forward to more such events in the fu-

ture. 

Siyisgaas, 

Kathleen Dodginghorse 

Tsuutôina Conservation Admin Assistant  


